The Advanced Placement/Laureate Essay Process, 2009-2010
I.        Selection of an Advanced Placement Laureate Essay Topic


     Select a topic that will hold your interest throughout the long research, writing, and presentation


    process (August 2009 through March 2010).  The topic may be literary, scientific, mathematical,

    sociological, psychological, philosophical, historical, or aesthetic; however, it must be an arguable
 
    topic on which you can take a position and form a thesis.  Ultimately, you must be able to defend your


    research, observations, and conclusions objectively before a panel of adults.  You may review
                Laureate essay topics from previous years to get an idea of the theses that have been presented in the

    fourteen years since the program’s inception.  Keep in mind that Laureate candidates returning from

    college tell us that their Laureate research project was the most important thing they did in high

    school to prepare for college work.
II. Research

A. Gather information.  Once you have decided on your general topic, scour the public and school libraries' data bases; on-line sources; micro-fiche or CD-ROM materials; books; magazines; newspapers; scientific, literary, or professional journals; audio, audio-visual, or visual sources; as well as primary sources (direct research) for information. Gather information covering not only your position but also opposing points of view.  You must be able to counter these arguments in your paper as well as support your own position.  Furthermore, you must have a minimum of 20-25 reliable sources; however, more may be necessary to make your case.  
B. Take careful notes.  When you first use a source, make certain that you write down all information for proper documentation and establish the credentials of your source to be sure that he/she/it is reputable.  Often when you return to the Internet or the library to get that information at a later date, the source is altered or gone.  Get the information the first time you access a source!  Take down background information on the authority or site as well as information pertinent to your topic. If the author’s credentials are not established at the site you use or in the article, use Google.com or another search engine to take you to sites that may verify his/her background and credibility.  If possible, print the most important, credible articles you find and keep them in a binder for future reference.  Remember to strive for objectivity. 

C. Consult the following handbooks for guidance in the research and writing process:

1. Baker, Sheridan. The Practical Stylist. 8th Edition. New York: Longman,

1998. (This provides excellent background for writing an argumentative essay; 
 however, use a handbook with a copyright after 2009 for updated MLA format.)

2. Sebranek, Patrick, Verne Meyer, and Dave Kemper. Write for College.

Wilmington, Massachusetts: Write Source, 2007 . (For writing guidance only)
         3.   MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th Edition.

         
   
New York:  Modern Language Association, 2009.  (Good for format)
3. Hacker, Diana and Barbara Fister. Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age.

4th Edition. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006. (Good for format)
4. Hacker, Diana and Barbara Fister. Research and Documentation On-line.
 2009.         

<http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p03_c04_s9.html>.
D. Be resourceful.  Enlist the help of a mentor familiar with your topic—for example, a
physician for a medical topic, a sociologist for a topic on human behavior in

groups, an attorney for a legal topic.  A person working in your field of interest

can help you find sources for your paper and guide your progress.  Work with the 

media specialists in your school or public library to help you find sources as well. 

Your coordinator and Media Center specialist may arrange a trip to Edison College or Florida 
Gulf Coast University library to access their data bases and other resources.  Through your
Media Center, you may also request books from the state library.  Ask your librarian.
E. Review and evaluate your information.  Write an abstract of 100-200 words, depending on the
length of the article, for each of your sources.  Summarize the most important points.  Keep a running pro-con chart as well.  Your abstracts and pro-con chart will help you to create your thesis.  After you have exhausted all resources available to you (including county, state, and university libraries and inter-library loans), reread all of your notes.  Assess your information and prepare a tentative thesis.  

F.
Read sample outlines, research papers, and lists of works cited.  Both The Practical
Stylist, Chapters 1-4 and 10, and Write for College, Guidelines 232-246 and 362-371, provide examples of outlines and research papers.  You should read some samples.  The most recent MLA Handbook and Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age presents recent MLA format changes, and you should depend on them for format.  You can also access the MLA.org site online or identify other helpful sites by searching under “MLA” via Google.
III. Outline


        After you have gathered all of your information and organized your pro-con chart, you will be


        ready to formulate your thesis and create a formal outline to guide your writing.

A. Introduction

1. Prepare your reader carefully for your thesis.  List the background topic areas your reader must know to understand your subject, its contexts, and your position on the issue.

2. Write out your thesis sentence.  It should be a comprehensive statement that acknowledges the important opposing points in a subordinate position (dependent clause or clauses) but asserts your position in an ordinate clause (independent clause) and includes the three or four most important reasons for your position.  The thesis is best placed at or near the end of your introduction to funnel your reader to the body of your essay.  If your introduction is more than one paragraph, which can be the case with complex topics, then save the thesis for the last paragraph of your introduction.  The introduction will provide your reader with a clear understanding of what your paper addresses, your position, and the main ideas presented in your argument.  It provides the organizing principle of the paper.

B. Body and Conclusion

1. List important topics and subtopics in standard outline format.  Remember that this is an outline.  

2. Check your outline form:  See The Practical Stylist, pages 426-427; Write for College, section 363; and MLA Handbook.
IV. Writing the Paper

A. Introduction

Your introduction is very important.  Make sure that you give enough general information for your reader to understand your thesis.  See information under “Outline” above.
B. Acknowledge and Refute Opposing Points of View

1. Organize your body according to Sheridan Baker’s suggestions in The Practical Stylist. Explain each opposing point and refute it in the same paragraph.  Do not allow an opposing view to dominate.  Acknowledge it and give evidence to refute it.  If you must acknowledge an opposing view and you cannot refute it, go back and modify your thesis—narrow or refine it as necessary—to eliminate the problem.

2. Counter the most important opposing views first and then acknowledge and

refute the others as well.  Once you have dispensed with the opposition, you

are ready to consolidate your position with additional arguments and

evidence.

C. Support Your Position

1. Build your argument from the least important points to the most important

points as Baker suggests.  That way you will build to a satisfying high point and lead logically to your conclusion rather than dribble down to your closing.

2. Make your main points (topic sentences) clear.  Limit to one per paragraph.

3. Identify experts and establish their credentials in your paper as you introduce quotations, statistics, or other evidence.   Evidence from esteemed sources will lend credibility to your argument. Use parenthetical citation for every quotation from your sources and for all borrowed ideas, even if you have paraphrased them or related them in your own words.  See handouts: “Avoiding Plagiarism” and “Citing Sources.”
4. Use well-positioned charts, graphs, or diagrams to help explain or illustrate a point.  Make sure that you provide the appropriate documentation and give credit in your list of Works Cited if you borrow any graphic illustration from a source.  Furthermore, you may wish to generate some of your own computer graphics to illustrate your points.

5. Consider appending long charts or graphics that interrupt the flow of your paper to the end of the paper.  Use an appendix (Appendix A, Appendix B, etc.) with proper documentation.  You may refer your reader to an appendix in a parenthetical note at an appropriate point in your paper. 

6. Give sufficient evidence to support each main point.  You may use examples, 
      quotations, facts, statistics, graphics, and expert testimony—all properly documented—

   to do so.

7. Document all borrowed material, verbatim (word for word) or paraphrased.  Document the source of any idea not generally accepted as common knowledge that you paraphrase.  Do not plagiarize!  Our media centers have search engines that can track plagiarized material to the source.  Remember, as Senior Honors/AP/Laureate Candidates, you must take an ethical, scholarly approach.

8. Avoid using fallacies (mistakes in logic).  Do not neglect important aspects, bring in general or subjective irrelevancies, assume that something is proved when it is not, or misuse the language.  Chapter 6 in The Practical Stylist and sections 245-246 in Write for College will help you to avoid fallacious reasoning.  Have several logical thinkers read your rough drafts to check for illogical statements or arguments.  
D. Conclusion

1. Return to your thesis in your conclusion.  As Sheridan Baker suggests, it should flow naturally from the body (Thus, Therefore, Clearly . . .) and satisfy your reader.  

2. Leave your reader with something to think about.  As Baker says, this is your last chance to clinch your argument--do so with style.

V. Producing a Publication-Ready Document:

A. Typing: 

(Double space.  Use 12 pt. Times New Roman or some equally legible type.
Follow Modern Language Association (MLA) format.  Note:  Since CCPS has adopted The Practical Stylist, Language Network, Writers Inc., and Write for College, all based on MLA format, it has become the CCPS format of choice.)

1. Save your rough drafts and print them.  You must have hard copies of your rough drafts and evidence of your edits and revisions.  You will probably have several rough drafts.  You must turn in all of your notes and your rough drafts with the final paper to your Laureate supervisor.

2. Use Spell Check on all drafts.

3. Use Grammar Check and eliminate all passive constructions not used deliberately for style.

4. Submit your paper to turnitin.com as a final check to avoid plagiarism.  Add documentation as necessary.  The turnitin.com color printout is a requirement.
5. Note your word count after each draft.  Your paper must be between 4,000 and 6,000 words.

6. Proofread meticulously both your next-to-last and your final draft.  The final draft should be as close to flawless as you can make it.  Have several objective proofreaders go over your final drafts.
7. Include the following in your final draft, properly formatted:

a. Title page  

Using MLA format and 12 pt. type, you should include the following, centered

and double spaced:
 

1.  Title of the paper (centered 1/3 of page down)


2.  Your name (2/3 of page down for 2-6, centered and double spaced)

3. Advanced Placement Laureate Candidate

4. Name of your high school  

5. Collier County Public Schools

6. Date of final draft in this order: 11 February 2008
b. Outline 

c. Essay of 4,000 to 6,000 words

d. Appendix (Appendices), if appropriate 

e. List of Works Cited

f. List of Other References.

B. Printing:

1. Print your Advanced Placement Laureate Essay with a good printer—a bubble jet or laser printer—to give you clear copy on good quality paper. (Full Draft #1: 2 copies—one to mentor, one to your coordinator before Winter Break).
2. In February, Laureate Candidates must make five copies of the publication-ready FINAL DRAFT to give to the Laureate Coordinator—one for your coordinator, one for CCPS, and three for the reader-responders who will make up your panel.  

3. Turn in the following to your Advanced Placement Laureate Coordinator:

 


      a.
The copy five copies of the final draft

a. A clearly identified disc/CD with your complete Laureate Essay 

b. All Xeroxed articles, notes, preliminary outlines

c. All rough drafts

d. The color printout of the turnitin.com analysis for plagiarism.

      (Place c. and d. listed above in a separate envelope as evidence of your work.)

VI. Advanced Placement Laureate Presentations

Second term, during the month of February or March 2010, each Advanced Placement Laureate candidate will be responsible for a Laureate Presentation (multimedia and/or direct demonstration) of his or her Laureate Essay before a panel of three or four adults interested in the topic.  Panelists will read the essay before the presentation and pose a few questions for the candidate’s consideration several days before the presentation.  After the presentation, during the discussion period, the panelists will ask the questions they have submitted and discuss the paper and presentation with the candidate.  The presentation or demonstration may take place at the high school or some other suitable place such as a hospital or laboratory for a scientific paper; a museum, studio, or theater for a fine arts project; or another research site appropriate for the purpose.

VII.
CCPS Laureate Program Due Dates 


See the Advanced Placement Laureate Timeline for 2009-2010


For further information: Contact Janet Glancy, CCPS Advanced Placement Laureate Program Supervisor. 



Telephone: (239) 377-2200 or 377-2277.  E-mail: GLANCYJA@collier.k12.fl.us
